/AVA\
MEDIA MONITORS

Page: 21
General News

Region: Malaysia

Circulation: 158042

Type: Malaysia - English Newspapers
Size: 175.79 sg.cms

The New Straits Times
27-Feb-2010

Frequency: MTWTFS

Nur Izzati Batrisya Shamidi (centre) having fun with her
friends at the Ronald McDonald Sensory Room in Kuantan

McDonald’s

Sensory room
for special kids

KUANTAN: The newly-
opened Ronald McDonald
Sensory Room for autistic chil-
dren at the National Autism
Society of Malaysia (Nasom)
here is offering a new method
of learning for 23 special chil-
dren at the centre.

The room, which caters for
children with learning diffi-
culties and is specially-
equipped with multi-sensory
equipment from the United
Kingdom, is the latest attrac-
tion for the children.

Teruntum state assembly-
man Chang Hong Seong, who
opened the room at the Nasom
centre in Jalan Alor Akar here
yesterday, said he was glad to
learn that the room, which
adopts a special technology
known as “Snoezelen”, could
help the children to stimulate
their sense of touch, smell,
sight and hearing.

He expressed his gratitude
to the fast food chain, Mc-
Donald’s, for helping to pro-
mote the teaching and reha-
bilitation of children with
learning disabilities.

Nasom east coast region di-
rector Zulkifli Jaafar said the
children could now be assured
of a more advanced learning
session that would also help
them build their self-confi-
dence over time.

Kuantan branch Nasom
manager Zuairiyah Md Noor
said the attractive features in
the room would lure the chil-
dren to spend more time there
and learn new things from the
equipment.

“The colourful light bulbs
and the moving pictures on the
walls seem to keep them glued
to the room,” she said.

One of the children, Muhd
Akhtar Ismail, 11, earned
praise from Chang and Zulkifli
when he presented them with
a painting each.

Chang said the boy had a
special talent for colours and
his artwork was impressive.

Nur Izzati Batrisya Shamidi,
6, who is 40cm tall, told Chang
she loved the new sensory
room as it allowed her to min-
gle with her friends and play
games.
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